
 
Nicolas Staddon ð Monrovia Growers  

Director of New Plant Introductions for Monrovia Growers, will  
provide us with a look behind the scenes of one of the largest  

growers of nursery plants in the United States.  

Something to look forward to...  
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District 5230 Governor ð Young Koh  
Bring a friend to this meeting so they can get an accurate snapshot of the 
goals that our District Governor has lined out for this year. His focus will 
be increasing club membership and the number of Paul Harris Fellows 

held in each club.  

Susan Yates & Tony Caviglia ð FCC 
Donôt miss this opportunity to hear what is going on with Fresno City 
Collegeôs athletic program. Find out the team goals that are shared on 

campus for the students academically and on the field.  

David Masumoto ð Masumoto Family Farm  
David Masumoto is a third generation Japanese American artist farmer; 

he captures the stories of family and the land through "literary  
farming."   Growing Certified Organic peaches, nectarines, and grapes 
(for raisins), he hopes to create memories that convey the possibility 

and power of healthy bodies, a sustainable world, and shared stories.    

President David M. Gilmore 

Aug 

9th  

Aug 

16th  

Aug 

2nd  

Aug 

23rd  

Dr. Matthew Darling ð Professor of Music, CSUF  
Dr. Darling has taught and headed the percussion area since 1991, and 
served as interim chair of the Department of Music from spring 2005 to 

spring 2006. He will take a step back in time to reveal the origins of  
rock and roll.  

Aug 

30th  



Rotary Monthly News 

  This year is off to a great start. We had the pleasure of hearing about the origins and evolution 
of Project Nino from our own Dr. David Hodge.  I know that I learned things about the pro-
ject that I did not know even though I have been in this Club for almost 20 of the 25 years that 

Project Nino has gone on. The fact that our club has sustained an international project of this magnitude for 
25 years is something we should all be very proud of.  Of course, in the Rotary Club of Fresno, the dedica-
tion of Dr. Hodge and the other Project Nino team members is not unusual.  Wil and Marie Pimentel 
and Diane and Walt Parish, among others, have tirelessly promoted the Solar Cooker Project and WAPIs 
around the world for as long as I can remember.  Through that project, the young men and women of the 
Interact Club that you help sponsor have been given the opportunity to contribute significantly to the work 
done with Solar Cookers and WAPIs.  Lawrence Preston has done yeomanõs work over the years with the 
Wheelchair Foundation and our club has given the gift of mobility to so many as a result of the dedication 
of our members. 
  Our District Governor, Young Koh, will be here on August 23 for the annual visit.  Young is a very ener-

getic person whose enthusiasm for Rotary and what it can be knows no bounds.  He has issued very ambitious goals for the Dis-
trict on membership and giving to the Rotary International Foundation.  Young believes, as I do, that Rotary should be growing 
and that because it provides such great opportunities for service and fellowship, we should have no problem getting the best peo-
ple to be Rotarians.  Please make it a point to be there on August 23 to hear Young. 
  Jason Geil and Laura Whitehouse, our fellowship co-chairs, have set up a variety of fun fellowship activities for the whole fam-
ily. I thank them for their hard work in putting together these fun events.  I encourage you to take the opportunity to get to know 
more of your fellow Rotarians through these fellowship activities.  You will be really glad you did.  While you are at it, invite a po-
tential Rotarian to share the fellowship and see why this is the greatest service organization in the world.   
  Our Club is awash in the riches we enjoy through service, fellowship and interesting meetings.  We need to Share the Wealth of 
Rotary.  ~ President Dave Gilmore 

Something to remember é July 12th 
To tell the truth, picking out the real Dave Gilmore was a challenge 
when our eyes landed on these bearded look-a-likes seated at the dais. 
But it was a memorable way to kick off his first meeting as president of 
the Rotary Club of Fresno. For his inaugural run, President Gilmore 
enlisted the help of Doug Armey 
(President-elect) to give a thoughtful invo-
cation and Ray Eggebraaten to lead the 

group in a rousing rendition of ñGod Bless America.ò Making her first appear-
ance as Miss California, Arianna Afsar was grateful to receive a check from Gil 
Nye as she prepared to compete at Miss America. The Rotary Club of Fresno 
wishes you great success on your new adventure. Make sure you turn to page 
3 to find out what our ringers were up to this month.  

Presidentôs Message 

Something to remember é July 5th  
The Rotary Club of Fresno was dark on July 5th in honor of our nationôs Independence Day.  
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Something to remember é July 19th 
The 4,411 meeting of the Rotary Club of Fresno got off without a hitch when President 
Dave Gilmore rang the bell to call the meeting to order. Bill Lucido offered an invocation 
that highlighted the 25 years of serving others through Project Nino. It was 
the focus of the day with Dr. David Hodge taking on the role of guest 
speaker where he had a chance to recount the early days (and struggles) of 
a fledgling program. It was exciting to see what Project Nino has evolved into 
over the last 25 years and how it has made a difference in the lives of so 

many in need of medical care. Thank you for all of the time and effort you faithfully pour into 
this project every year, David . We applaud you.  
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Something to remember é July 26th 
After Judy Hope sang the last note of ñGood olô Summertime,ò President Dave Gil-
more quipped that the tune was written in 1902. He figured only a few current Rotari-
ans were around back then. Dick Herrinton stepped forward to make a Paul Harris 
presentation to Gage Dungy . Dick  reported that 93 % of our  members are Paul Harris 
Fellows or sustaining members. As of June 30, the Rotary Club of Fresno has 834 Paul 
Harris Fellows and  our total contributions to just over one million dollars. Thank you all 
for your generous support of a noble program. With Mayor Ashley Swearengin and 
City Manager Mark Scott on tap as the dayôs speakers, our agenda 
was packed with only the best that our club has to offer from the 

lighter side of announcements. First up was Michael Winton doing his best impression 
of the Red Rocker, Sammy Hagar, as Laura Whitehouse and Jason Geil announced 
some upcoming fellowship events. Next up was Jeff Rickels who invited an all -star 
choir ð that included the mayor and city manager ð to sing happy birthday to all of 
our celebrating Rotarians in attendance. Beginning to end, it was a fun meeting and a 
great first month for President Dave Gilmore . We look forward to a great year.  

Something to celebrate é our ringers! 
  Patti Thornton didnôt realize the can she opened when mentioning the Past Three Great Presidents according to 
her. Along with her Honda Sales Leadership award and her upcoming participation with Leadership Fresno, Patti 
rang the bell twice é but, weôll get back to this story in a moment. Peter Zeitler revealed his penchant for cook-
ing and raising money when he helped cooked up a fundraiser for Camp Taylor ð a local non-profit summer camp 
for children with congenital heart disease ð that brought in more than $80k. He mustered a little bit more when 
he swung the gavel three times for Rotary. After missing a few months of meetings, John Ostlund came back in 
style when he added three rings. The first for KYNO, the second for the revitalization of Downtown Fresno and a 
third for the revitalization of Downtown Fresno ( John wanted to make sure we got the point about the Downtown 
part). We heard you loud and clear. Jason McCamey continued with a tender moment when he rang the bell for 
his seven-year wedding anniversary and then again for the graciousness that he has received from the members 
of our club. Jason , the pleasure is ours.  
  Letôs get back to part two of our Patti Thornton story. Feigning a little offense to Pattiôs selection of the Past 
Three Great Presidents, Jim Winton called a point of order and hustled Ev Norcross and Joe Thompson front 
and center. When Jim got them up there, he rang the bell once in protest, Ev hit it twice and Joe added one ex-
tra for good luck (at his chagrin). To cap it all off, Jim called on all of the past presidents to come forward to ring 
the bell if their name appeared in a recent Fresno Business Journal article. Weôll keep you posted on that tally.  
  Bud Dickerson found the strength to ring the bell once in spite of his new self -imposed schedule after retiring 
from Fresno Pacific University following 12 years of employment. Bud called out his former boss, Merrill Ewert 
who came forward to ring the bell twice to announce that he was unanimously reappointed for another five years 
as University President of Fresno Pacific University. Congratulations to you both. Laura Whitehouse found a way 
to get her name in a Fresno Bee article 17 times while touting her familyôs efforts to turn her backyard into a 
drought-tolerant landscape. Ringing the bell twice for 17 impressions in the Fresno Bee is a pretty good rate for 
helping the environment.  
  Chris Cummings had some joyous news (and three taps on the bell) when he announced his recent marriage 
to Mona Nyandoro , an eight-game home stretch for the Fresno Grizzlies and his gratitude for the continued sup-
port from the City of Fresno. John Coakley kept to the facts when he rang the bell twice for the 17 awards that 
the Fresno Bee received from the California Newspaper Publishers Association. Jerry Saylor was happy to report 
that his southern gospel group, The Chordsmen, will be featured at a new service at Northwest Church. He was so 
happy that he rang it once for his group and once for the Rotary Club of Fresno. Thanks, Jerry . And finally, Ed 
Darden Sr. and Ed Darden Jr. came forward to ring the bell two times each in celebration of Darden Architects 
being named the Architects of the Year by the Fresno Business Journal. Congratulations to you all.   
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Rotary Club of Fresno: August Anniversaries 

Ron Peters ð 39 years, Rick Hutchinson ð 24 years, Garry Griesser ð 23 years, Judy Hope ð 17 years, Gus Bonner ð 16 
years, Al Perez ð 14 years, Bill Pipes ð 9 years, Gary Janzen ð 8 years, Bruno Boehi ð 7 years, Bob Harper ð 6 years, 
Larry Powell ð 4 years, Dwaine Breazeale ð 3 years, Joe Ramos ð 3 years, Pat Clary ð 2 years, Ron King ð 2 years,  

Eric Johnson ð 2 years, Lynnette Zelezny ð 2 years, Dennis Psaila ð 1 year, Susan Sullivan ð 1 year,  
Brian Jensen ð 1 year, Natalie Tomajan ð 1 year. 

Rotary Club of Fresno: August Birthdays 

Nancy Hensel ð 4th, Eric Johnson ð 4th, Dave Schaaf ð 5th, Carolyn  Pierce ð 10th, Craig Scharton ð 11th,  
Chas Looney ð 12th, John Borrelli ð 12th, Farid Assemi ð 13th, Rick Hutchinson ð 14th, David Borchardt ð 15th,  

Susan Good ð 17th, Richard Shehadey ð 18th, Jim Wilson ð 18th, Harv Hartman ð 19th, Gage Dungy ð 20th,  
Layla Forstedt ð 20th, Don Eskes ð 22nd, Paul Besselievre ð 22nd, John Welty ð 24th, Karen Musson ð 26th,  

Andrea Benson ð 27th, Susan Sullivan ð 28th. 


