
 
 

Fourth of July Holiday  
The Rotary Club of Fresno will be DARK on July 5th in observance of  

Independence Day. We hope you have a great holiday.  
 

Something to look forward to...  
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Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin  

and City Manager Mark Scott  
 

Save this date to invite a friend to hear from  
Fresnoôs mayor and city manager. Youôll get a  

personal assessment of their highlights  
and a candid look at Fresnoôs future.  

MenuðChicken Teriyaki 

Project Nino ñ25 Yearsò 
Project Nino started in 1985 out of the desire to provide medical 

help to children who had been affected by the Mexico earth-
quake of 1985.  

The project has expanded to serve children who have very lim-
ited access to medical care. Bring a friend to find out whatôs in 

store for 2010-2011.   

MenuðBeef Salisbury Steack 

 
President Dave Gilmore  

Hereôs your first opportunity to sit in and hear what  
President Dave Gilmore has his sights set on for his upcoming 

year as President of the Rotary Club of Fresno.  
You wonôt want to miss it.  
Menuï Chicken Vera Cruz 

President David M. Gilmore 

July 

12th  

July 

19th  

July 

5th  

July 

26th  



Rotary Monthly News 

My Fellow RotariansñòBe Preparedó is one of the longest standing mottos of the Boy Scouts of 
America, which is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2010. From the time I was old enough to be a 

Cub Scout (8 years of age in those days), I have had the pleasure of participating in the Scouting movement and 
to observe and absorb its many lessons.  In the BSA, we have many sayings that, in todayõs busy and technologi-
cally driven world some may consider trite, such as òDo A Good Turn Dailyó and òBe Preparedó but those say-
ings have much deeper meanings in that they teach us the value of personal responsibility and of giving back to 
our community.  There is a close relationship between the Boy Scouts of America, indeed the Scouting move-
ment around the world, and Rotary because there is a common theme in the two organizations that is distilled in 
the Rotary motto of òService Above Self.ó  I became a Rotarian because I was asked to do so. Probably like most 
young professionals my age (I was all of 33 at the time); I was not looking to join a service club. Indeed, I was a 
busy young lawyer trying to build a practice in Fresno, a town I adopted when I graduated from law school. I 
knew very little about Rotary at the time and joined, in part, because the senior partners in my law firm encour-
aged me to do so to help develop relationships that would hopefully build business in the future.  While I started 
out as just a guy who went to lunch, I soon got involved in Community Projects and I discovered that Rotary was 

a perfect fit for me because of the wonderful fellowship we enjoy as Rotarians and because of Rotaryõs dedication to making this commu-
nity a better place for all of us to live. As I have observed working with the great people in this Club, Rotarians, like Scouts, are people 
who quietly and effectively get things done.  We do it because it is the right thing to do. We need to share this great organization with as 
many qualified people as we can. 
               As we start the 2010-11 year, I first want to thank Joe D. Thompson, Jr. for his fabulous year as our President, for his friend-
ship and all the words of wisdom he has shared with me during my year as President Elect.  As we all know, Joe had a tough act to follow 
as President, Shirley Grace, but he proved that, in reality, I am the one with the tough act to follow.  Joe and his team, Ev Norcross as 
Secretary, Dick Herrinton  as Treasurer, the 2009-10 Directors and all of the members of the different committees gave us a wonderful 
year of fellowship and successful projects.  (Continued on Page 8) 

Something to remember é June 14  
This was a very special Rotary Club of Fresno meeting where we all found ourselves enjoying a delicious box lunch and 

some Rotary fellowship under the beautiful canopies of the Rotary Amphitheater at Woodward Park. Dwaine 

Breazeale got the meeting underway with the dayôs invocation before John Richers  introduced four young Boy Scouts 
who presented the colors and led the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. President Joe D. Thompson, Jr. introduced the 
visiting Rotarians, dignitaries and guests before Sid Cox 

stepped to the podium to introduce the dayôs speaker, Rever-

end John S. Bakas, a former member and Past President of our 
Club. Reverend Bakas gave a vivid account on how the Rotary 

Amphitheater came to be. It was a treat for those in atten-
dance to hear the joy in his voice when he described the early 

vision of how our community would benefit from this venue. 
And we have ever since.   

Presidentôs Message 

Something to remember é June 7  
The 4,406th meeting of the Rotary Club of Fresno began on a somber note with a moment of silence for Bryan Lee and 

his family for the passing of his daughter, Kassandra Brianne Lee. Please continue to keep the Lee family in your 

thoughts and prayers. After a rousing rendition of ñMy country tis of theeò by Judy Hope , Zetta Hadden came forward 
to award $11,600 in scholarships to 14 graduating seniors 

who have excelled at their local high 
schools. Congratulations to you all 

and we hope you find success in the 

future. Dale Mendoza turned a 
$10 investment into a Paul Harris 

Fellowship when his name was 
called as the winner from the draw-

ing. Congrats, Dale!  
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Rotary Monthly News 

Something to remember é June 21st  
President Thompson started this meeting with one strike on the bell after a 
moment of silence for the passing of former member Don Lawrence. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the family. After a kind invocation from Scott 
Leonard , President Joe stood up to lead us all in ñGod Bless America.ò  Then 
Joe directed everyoneôs attention to the Producerôs milk cartons in the center of 
each table and asked each of us to leave any spare change to benefit the End 
Polio Now campaign. David St. Louis stepped to the mic to share his story from 
his recent trip to Africa to deliver wheelchairs. His slideshow told the story through 
the smiling faces of children who received the gift of mobility for the first time. 
Thanks for sharing. Dick Herrinton came forward to present Joe & Carole 
Thompsonôs son and daughter, JD and Janice, with Paul Harris Fellows. Next up 
was Garry Griesser with a Fresno Fellows presentation to Greti and Gus Bonner 
and two more for Ev Norcrossôs son, Ryan, and his wife, Jessica. Thank you all. 

Something to remember é June 28th  
The ñJoe Ya-Gotta-Go Show!ò was a year in the making. Those brave enough to show up had to 
stomach a room filled with enough pseudo hillbillies to power one very dim light bulb. Add a  ñcow 
pattyò to each table and an occupied outhouse to the stage and youôve got yourself one rootinô 
tootinô demotion for the Lazzbuddies Rotary Club.  This action-packed ceremony included some gi-
tar pickinô, some belly ticklinô and some gun slinginô that would of made Buffalo Bob proud. In the 
end, it was an appropriate send off for our good friend, Joe D. Thompson , Jr. who gave our club a 
great year that will be remembered for some time. Joe é Thank you for giving so much of yourself 
for the good of others. We look forward to seeing you at the back table once again. As for President 
Dave Gilmore é your clock is tickinô!  


