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Meetings held Mondays at Cornerstone Conference Center  
1525 Fulton Street, Fresno, CA  93721 

Lunch is served at Noon. Program begins at 12:30 p.m. 

NOTE: You must be a member of a Rotary club, or a guest of a Fresno Rotarian to attend the luncheon  

   Volume 103, No. 05 Å Nov 2018 

Fresno County District Attorney Lisa Smittcamp  
òCourageous Citizen's Luncheonó 

 

  Join us for the Fourth Annual - Courageous Citizens Luncheon! Civic Responsibility is 
standing up in support of the laws of our community. How far would you go to be a good 
citizen? The law works only when citizens are willing to come forward and speak up on 
behalf of the community when they witness a crime. Come and meet several individuals 

who put their lives on the line (and their families) to step forward and testify as witnesses to 
help law enforcement enforce the law. Join us as we also pay a special recognition to the 
prosecutors who make this all happen. Bring guests to this community minded luncheon!  

Nov 
5 

        Lawrence O'Neill, Chief U.S. District Judge, Eastern District of California  
         òThe Crisis in Our Federal Courts and What You can Do About it ó 

 

The Constitution assigns Congress and the President to create, fund and appoint 
Judges for the nation, but this has not been happening at a pace to meet the de-
mand. Californians, will soon be forced to deny citizen and business access for 

their civil disputes. Come hear about the role of the Federal Courts, the crisis and  
what you can do about it.  

Nov 
26 

Superintendent Michael Reynolds  
                          òThe Business that is Yosemiteó 

 

The 31-year Park Service veteran grew up in Yosemite and has served as the park 
resource manager, planner and division chief. Reynolds is the third generation of 
his family to work for the Park Service. Come hear about the economic impact of 
the park, the public-private partnerships, important projects in development and 

how the park plans to grow. Yosemite is working with communities and the region 
adjacent to the park for everyone's success.  

Nov 
19 

DARK ñ  In Observance of Veteranõs Day  
                          òThank those that Serve Our Countryó 

 

Veterans Day is a sacred American holiday that is often celebrated with somber 
remembrances and ceremonies that often revolve around speeches, playing of 
the National Anthem and the flying of the American flag. It is a day of the year 

where citizens can not only reflect on the service of those who have served in the 
Armed Forces, but also to thank them for said service.  

Nov 
12 
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                       Dr. Bethany Lynn Alvey, Director of Choral Activities, FPU Choir 

òHoliday Concertó 
 

Fresno Pacific University Choir led by Dr. Bethany Alvey, Director of Coral Activities. The 
Concert Choir will perform a wonderful selection of music that will usher in the holiday spirit. 
What a treat during this busy season to be able to bring your family and friends to a relax-

ing lunch and hear a beautiful choir. Why not make this your holiday office party, too!   

Dec 
3 

                                 DARK ñ In Observance of New Yearõs Eve 

 
The Rotary Club of Fresno will be DARK in observance of Christ-

mas and New Years holidays. We look forward to seeing you at the 
next meeting Monday, January 7th. Happy Holidays! 

Dec 
31 

                       DARK ñ In Observance of Christmas 

 
The Rotary Club of Fresno will be DARK in observance of Christmas 
and New Years holidays. We look forward to seeing you at the next 

meeting Monday, January 7th. Happy Holidays! 

Dec 
24 

                                    Matt Grundy, CEO Habitat for Humanity Fresno County 
         òThe State of Housing in California and the Valleyó 

 

 This program will give you an update on the need for affordable 
Housing statewide, before focusing on the housing needs of the Central Val-

ley and the work Habitat for Humanity is doing to rectify this problem.  

Dec 
17 

                    Andrew Fiala, Philosophy Dept. Chair, Fresno State  

òCivic Education and Education for Democracyó 
 

Is our democracy in trouble? What can we do to fix it? Professor Fiala will discuss chal-
lenges for democracy and the need civic education and education for democracy. He will 
draw on the history of political philosophy as well as his work with local Character Educa-

tion and Civic Education projects.  

Dec 
10 
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For the past few months we have been reviewing goals for fiscal Rotary year (July-June). 
 
First, in order to continue improving Fresno and the world, we want to add an ADDITIONAL $200,000 IN CASH 
on top of our $4.24 million of Club and Foundation donations plus the 1.4 million for Paul Harris contributions 
we have contributed since our founding in 1915. 
 
Secondly, improve in TELLING OUR STORY of what Rotarian stands for. The students at the Center for Ad-
vance Studies and Research (C.A.R.T.) and the marketing class at Fresno State are working toward that end. 
 
Thirdly, our value increases when team members KNOW EACH OTHER BETTER. Our monthly Business After 

Hours works to elevate that value. 
 
Which now brings us to goal number four. The year was 1987 and Robert Oliver was Fresno Rotary President. In May, The U.S. Su-
preme Court had just ruled that prohibiting women from Rotary club membership was discrimination. Fresno Rotaryôs decision was to 
follow the lawéor better yet, follow common sense. 
 
Three prominent Fresno women were the membership pioneers. County Supervisor Sharon Levy; FSU Assistant Athletic Director 
Diane Milutinovitch and Fresno Bee Executive Barbara Moen. 
 
All of a sudden, Fresno Rotary Club became different. It was no longer your grandfathersõ club ï not that being old (guilty), white 
(guilty), a man (guilty) is bad. The organization had just tapped into a deeper level of talent. 
 

Imagine the talent we are still not tapping. 
 
Fresnoôs diversity is 50% white; 40% Hispanic; 11% Asian, 8% African American, 51% FEMALE, with our average age of 62. 
 
Consider the power the above mosaic could produce in skills, viewpoints and accomplishments if we better reflected the city in which 

we live and serve. Mohandas Gandhi once said, ñNo culture can exist, if it attempts to be exclusive.ò 

SO LETõS SHARE OUR UNIQUE ROTARY EXPERIENCE. If we truly believed in service above self, letôs work toward balancing our 
membership to better reflect our community. 
  
Al Smith 
President  2018-19 
ñBe the Inspirationò 

 

Mon 
Dec 
3 

2018 

Join us at 11 a.m. at Cornerstone for the 
Childrenôs Hour! 

Santa, Cookie Decorating, Fresno 
Chaffee Zoo animals, crafts, a visit by 

Parkerðand Much More!  
11 a.m. Roll up your sleeves to for a 
service projectðWARMING KITS!  
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    Last Monthôs Meeting Recap  
October 1: Dirk Weisiger, author and motivational speaker, wrote a book entitled, ñLeave Tomorrowò that detailed his 14-month, solo mo-
torcycle ride to Argentina. Weisigerôs journey was inspired by his life-long hero, Will Rogers, who took his cowboy rope on every goodwill 
tour to share stories and joy with the people he came in contact with during his travels. Armed with a cowboy rope of his own and very little 
knowledge of motorcycles, Weisiger set out on his trip to travel to the lowest point of Argentina. Weisiger believes a necessary skill he dis-
covered along the way was becoming a better reactor to life and not focusing on being the best motorcycle rider. He applied this ideal to 
every aspect of his life to help him learn constantly and overcome diversity. He had a few run-ins with local police, military, cartels and 
gangs like MS-13 and FARQ, but found the people of South America to always be open and inviting. He tallied 18,000 miles, numerous 
obstacles (a few scary machine guns) and countless encounters with friendly locals.  

 

Ringers: Ashley Webster (2) is President of PINC Fresno (Philanthropy Inspired by the Needs 
of our Community) and set a fundraising record when their group gave $120,000 to Valley Chil-
drenôs Hospital; Gordie Webster (3) is very proud of his daughterôs recognition professionally 
and personally; Kathy Wage (1) was stumping for the West African Vocational Schoolôs 

6th Annual Fundraiser to raise money to help the Guinea Bissau community of west Africa learn skills and 
become self-sufficient.  

 

October 15: Terry Tumey, Fresno State Athletic Director, was honored to have the opportunity to talk 
about Fresno State. From his early experience as a student-athlete at UCLA to being a college Athletic Director to his work in the front office 
of NFL teams, Tumey is leveraging all his experience to instill the values of excellence, passion and professionalism in all the student-
athletes. Tumey wants to see each young person find the balance between being an athlete and a student. He feels like a father to 500 kids 
and feels the weight of responsibility to care for the needs of each. Tumey workss for each student-athlete to have a championship experi-
ence on and off the field, while encouraging each to adopt the drive and determination to give back to their 
community.  

 

Ringers: Patti White (3) was ratted out on Facebook for celebrating some birthday fun; Blair 
Looney (3) was back from Canada where the Better Business Bureau received two international 
awards for outstanding achievement; Mike Falge (3) returned home from visiting his daughter in 

Rome and Murphy Bank is doing real well in their newest location in San Luis Obispo.   

 

October 22: LeeAnn Eagers, Will Oliver and Andrea Reyes, from the Fresno County Economic Develop-
ment Corp, took turns to detail how the EDC is working to grow the California Dream to give people of Fres-
no a better chance to grow their business. Their extensive research and data collection drives what  businesses to pursue. Currently, water/
energy, health care,  ag manufacturing and logistics and distribution lead the way. Local unemployment is down to 5.5% in Fresno and the 
local economy has grown 44% compared to the 27% growth seen throughout the rest of California. These encouraging numbers, along with 
numerous services provided by the EDC,  help convince potential businesses choose Fresno as their next business site.   

 

Ringers: Ken Warkentin (2) described the Valley Center for the Blindôs second annual Dinning in the Dark fundraiser on November 
10 that is sure to be an unique experience; LeeAnn Eager (3) has an award-winning cheerleader granddaughter and recently re-
ceived global recognition for the Fresno County EDC with the Gold Award for Business Expansion and Retention from the Interna-
tional Economic Development Council; and Cathy Ferguson (5) is getting ready to retire from the Girl Scouts, thankful for all the 

Rotarian support she has received and regaled over the very successful gala event where the Girl Scouts matched an anonymous donorôs 
$50,000 matching donation.  

 

September 24: Congressman Jim Costa gave a quick rundown on issues affecting the Valley and the Nation. Costa is working to revamp 
ag issues like water, the current farm bill and crop insurance. Costa claimed to experience good negotiations between the State and Federal 
water contractors. Before shifting to a session of Q&A, Costa walked through some of his accomplishments during this last year like getting 
$164 million authorized for the California Vetôs Home, securing the $228 million needed for the VAôs new cath lab, and his efforts to get 
State and Federal divisions to relocate to Fresno to help with the downtown revitalization efforts. Costa closed with a call to change the tone 
of the political climate and step away from the violence and hateful rhetoric seen in prior weeks and move toward common sense and hope.  

 

Ringers: Gary Renner (2) was one proud dad who recently celebrated his daughterôs wedding in Idaho that was officiated by Rotaryôs own, 
Deacon Bill Lucido (1); Peter Zeitler (3) had a golf outing in Scotland with Jim Ford (4) where they played 11 courses in 13 days. Jim 

rang for the trip and added an extra one for Central Valley Community Bankôs continued success. Isabel Good (1) detailed her re-
cent encounters with polar bears on a trip to Canada. 
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Board Minutes :: October 10, 2018 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGð Summary August 8, 2018 

SERVICE REPORTS 

WELCOME BACK! MEMBER: 
WAYNE PICARD, MSI Media Solutions Inc., 
Manager of Marketing & Creative Ser-
vices Sponsor: MEL YOW JR.  

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT:   
Sept. 30, 2018 -244/42 (four new members, 
eight resignations).  (July 1, 2018: 248 active, 41 honor-
ary) Loss of four  
RESIGNATION: 
WALT PARRISH & DIANE PARRISH  
JOHN COAKLEY 

RESIGNATION: 
Shirley Grace is raising money to END POLIO Polio with 
a Bike ride (third year in a row). Pledge form available at 
meetings. Pledges for Polio to count towards Paul Harris 
points for certificates or pins. Pledges accepted for this 
match until Nov. 13. 2018. World Polio Day is Oct. 24.  

/[¦. {9w±L/9Υ {!±9 ¢I9 5!¢9Η 
Fresno Rotary After Hours events  

(third Thursday of each month or noted).  
Ý Nov. 15 5:30 p.m. Ginny BurdicksðA Sense of 

Place 
Ý TBD Cocktail Party at Caraôs 4089 N. Van Ness 6 p.m. 
Å Thu. Jan 17 ï Sequoia Brewery, 6 p.m., no host 
Å Thu. Feb. 21 ï Manhattan, 6 p.m. no host 
Å Sat. March 9, 2018 ï Party Gras 
Å TBD ï Driving Range Event and/or Fasi Winery Tasting 
Å Thu. May 16 ï 5 Restaurant, 6 p.m. 
Å Thu. June 21 ï Limelight, 6 p.m.- Roast/Warm Apprecia-
tion to President Al. 
 
 USPS ANNUAL  
            NEWSLETTER REGISTRATION 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Community Projects Committee has re-
searched and recommends funding two grants approved by the Board: 
1. $4,185 to Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission for the Sanc-
tuary Drop-In and Youth Shelter for three washers and three dryers. 
Youth will clean clothes are more likely to be more confident, attend 
school and maintain a job. This center is located at 1545 N Street and 
is the only self-referral shelter serving runaway and homeless youth 
ages 12-18. It is open Monday through Saturday. The Drop-In Center is 
attached to the Sanctuary Transitional Shelter that is the only overnight 
shelter for youth ages 18-24. Approximately 20,000 youth have been 
helped since its doors were open in 1992 and it is expected to service 
over 300 homeless and runaway youth each year. The Sanctuary also 
provides services in: case management, counseling, entry into safe 
and stable housing, reunification (if safe and applicable), food, hygiene, 
life skill classes, educational and job training and emergency interven-
tion services. 
2.$4,900 to Light House to replace the 5-ton Air conditioning unit 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: Project Nino raised over $2,000 for 
the new dental lab.  The Wheelchairs are out of customs in Zimba-
bwe and the delivery schedule is being arranged. Isabel Good is going 
to lead a team from Fresno to Harare to help in the distribution during 
the 2nd half of January. Please contact Isabel or Lawrence if you are 
interested in this exciting opportunity to really see Rotary in action 
bringing mobility and joy to those in need. This distribution will bring the 
total Wheelchairs delivered by the Rotary Club of Fresno in the past 14 
years to 5,000 with a total value of $600,000.Thank you to the gener-
ous members of our club! 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE: Members that are interested in hosting 
Business Awareness Day on Monday, April 8, 2019 may contact Dav-
ena Witcher and Karin ChaoïBushoven.   

YOUTH SERVICE: King Elementary School received six speaker 
signed library books (including one signed by Fresno Rotarian Bob 
Nelson). Volunteers are needed on Martin Luther King Day Mon., Jan. 
15 to read to the students from books selected by the teachers. 
See William Lucido if you are interested.  

Å Richard Verducci will be chairing the University High School Rotary 

Interact Club. The Interact Club just began their meetings for the year 
and have almost 200 registered members this year. They have created 
t-shirts and are working to design themselves a banner. 

Å The Interact Club at Duncan Polytechnical is working on scheduling 

Rotarians to speak to the students their meetings. If you are interested 
in speaking to the students about your project or vocation see Fred 
Rich. 

Å Jim Wilson and the Little Heroes/ Big Heroes committee are still dili-

gently trying to get things going this year with partnering organizations. 

REPORT OF PRESIDENT: A group of five Fresno State Market-

ing students (calling themselves Group #5) will be each completing 15 
hours of community service and as a group developing a marketing 
plan for Fresno Rotary in an area of their choice. The class project 
needs to be completed by mid-December and for now we have sum-
marized this project as: ñMARKETING:  COMMUNITY AWARENESSò 
 Fresno Rotary (The Rotary Club of Fresno) has united business lead-
ers and served the greater Fresno area (and global projects) since 
March 1, 1916. 
1. Most people do not know what Rotary is. Those that do know about 
Rotary ï have myths about membership 
2. They may confuse us with other local Rotary Clubs. 

REPORT OF PRESIDENT-ELECT: Todd Sheller reported Party 
Gras March 9, 2019 will be ready to roll out by the end of the month.    
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November Anniversaries 

The Rotary Club of Fresno  

Vern Azzaro ð 63 years, Doug Jensen ð 42 years, Brad Hill  ð 35 years, John Baerg ð 31 years, Sieg Fischer ð 
31 years, Scott Leonard ð 31 years, Shirley Bruegman ð 30 years, Cliff Henes ð 27 years, Ev Norcross ð 29 
years, Michael Ford ð 23 years, Roger Nuttall ð 22 years, Barbara Henkel ð 20 years, Dean Eller ð 18 years, 

Elizabeth Parker ð 18 years, David Allumbaugh ð 17 years, Katie Zenovich ð 17 years, Mike Falge ð 15 
years, Karl DeKlotz ð 11 years, Debbie Hunsaker ð 7 years, Violet Chuck ð 6 years, Christy Nottingham ð 6 
years, Lisa Woolf ð 6 years, Richard Verducci ð 5 years, Lee Ann Eager ð 4 years, Bob Comstock ð 4 years. 

 November Birthdays 

Todd Sheller ð 4th, David Hoffman ð 8th, Melissa White ð 13th, Gus Bonner ð 14th, Davena Witcher ð 15th, 
Ray Eggebraaten ð 17th, Daniel Abella ð 18th, James Winton ð 19th, Joseph Castro ð 21st,  Maureen Lewis ð 

21st, Shirley Grace ð 22nd, Jane Yow ð 24th,  Lee Ayres ð 26th, Paul Duckworth ð 27th, Edward Fanucchi ð 
28th. 
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